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Welcome to our 63rd Annual State Convention!  
Inspiration for this year’s theme, Aflame and Unafraid,
came from Amanda Gorman’s The Hill We Climb, the
poem she composed for President Biden’s inauguration.

The past year brought many challenges for the women of
this state and this country, but the coming year presents
an opportunity for us to step out of the shade of the
backwards policies and rhetoric advanced by the GOP,
and into a new day. The Democratic Women are ready to
see the light, we are ready to be the light. We are aflame
with the righteous anger that comes from seeing years of
progress reversed one bill at a time, one opinion at a time.
We are aflame with the energy we need to change things
and the knowledge that we stand on the right side of
history. And we are unafraid to speak out when our rights
and liberties are being taken away. We are unafraid to
contribute our time, our talent, our voices, and our efforts
toward making that brighter, lighter, new day come sooner
rather than later. 

“When day comes, we step out of the shade, aflame and unafraid.

The new dawn blooms as we free it.

For there is always light,

if only we’re brave enough to see it.

If only we’re brave enough to be it.” 

Introduction
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AMANDA GORMAN’S THE HILL WE CLIMB



"Welcome to my

hometown, the

Queen City!"

Message from our President

Dear Fellow Democratic Women,

It’s been my pleasure serving as your President for the past year and nine months. Though it didn’t
all turn out how we wanted, I’m proud of the work we did in 2022 to help get Democrats elected up
and down the ticket.  We were able to provide more support for more candidates than ever before.
We came back for our first in-person convention post-Covid last year and it went great.  That’s why
even though times are bad now, we are determined to emerge from the shadows of the tragic
legislation passed by the GOP supermajority, aflame and unafraid of what it will take to win in 2024. 

We’ve planned a fantastic convention for you, that will give us all an opportunity for fellowship,
sharing ideas, learning new tactics, and going home energized and ready to organize. During our
STARS banquet we’ll get to hear from Justice Anita Earls, State Senator and candidate for
Lieutenant Governor Rachel Hunt, and US Representative Jeff Jackson. You’ll have the opportunity
to speak with our statewide candidates during our speed dating lunch. And check out the great
breakouts we’re bringing you! 

I can’t wait to sing karaoke with you all at our “fire and ice” themed welcome party. Get ready to set
the world on fire with the Democratic Women of North Carolina! 

Warmly,

Elizabeth Goodwin
President, DWNC
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When day comes, we ask ourselves, where can we find light in this never-ending shade?
The loss we carry. A sea we must wade.

We braved the belly of the beast.
We’ve learned that quiet isn’t always peace, and the norms and notions of what “just” is isn’t always justice.

And yet the dawn is ours before we knew it.
Somehow we do it.

Somehow we weathered and witnessed a nation that isn’t broken, but simply unfinished.
We, the successors of a country and a time where a skinny Black girl descended from slaves and raised by a single mother can dream of becoming president,

only to find herself reciting for one.
And, yes, we are far from polished, far from pristine, but that doesn’t mean we are striving to form a union that is perfect.

We are striving to forge our union with purpose.
To compose a country committed to all cultures, colors, characters and conditions of man.

And so we lift our gaze, not to what stands between us, but what stands before us.
We close the divide because we know to put our future first, we must first put our differences aside.

We lay down our arms so we can reach out our arms to one another.
We seek harm to none and harmony for all.
Let the globe, if nothing else, say this is true.

That even as we grieved, we grew.
That even as we hurt, we hoped.
That even as we tired, we tried.

That we’ll forever be tied together, victorious.
Not because we will never again know defeat, but because we will never again sow division.

Scripture tells us to envision that everyone shall sit under their own vine and fig tree, and no one shall make them afraid.
If we’re to live up to our own time, then victory won’t lie in the blade, but in all the bridges we’ve made.

That is the promise to glade, the hill we climb, if only we dare.
It’s because being American is more than a pride we inherit.

It’s the past we step into and how we repair it.
We’ve seen a force that would shatter our nation, rather than share it.

Would destroy our country if it meant delaying democracy.
And this effort very nearly succeeded.

But while democracy can be periodically delayed, it can never be permanently defeated.
In this truth, in this faith we trust, for while we have our eyes on the future, history has its eyes on us.

This is the era of just redemption.
We feared at its inception.

We did not feel prepared to be the heirs of such a terrifying hour.
But within it we found the power to author a new chapter, to offer hope and laughter to ourselves.

So, while once we asked, how could we possibly prevail over catastrophe, now we assert, how could catastrophe possibly prevail over us?
We will not march back to what was, but move to what shall be: a country that is bruised but whole, benevolent but bold, fierce and free.

We will not be turned around or interrupted by intimidation because we know our inaction and inertia will be the inheritance of the next generation, become
the future.

Our blunders become their burdens.
But one thing is certain.

If we merge mercy with might, and might with right, then love becomes our legacy and change our children’s birthright.
So let us leave behind a country better than the one we were left.

Every breath from my bronze-pounded chest, we will raise this wounded world into a wondrous one.
We will rise from the golden hills of the West.

We will rise from the windswept Northeast where our forefathers first realized revolution.
We will rise from the lake-rimmed cities of the Midwestern states.

We will rise from the sun-baked South.
We will rebuild, reconcile, and recover.

And every known nook of our nation and every corner called our country, our people diverse and beautiful, will emerge battered and beautiful.
When day comes, we step out of the shade aflame and unafraid.

The new dawn blooms as we free it.
For there is always light, if only we’re brave enough to see it.

If only we’re brave enough to be it.

The Hill We Climb
Amanda Gorman
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Lunch Guests

Candidate for NC Treasurer

Gabe Esparaza

Candidate for NC Treasurer

Representative 
Wesley Harris

Candidate for NC Labor
Commissioner 

Councilman 
Braxton Winston
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North Carolina Supreme Court

Justice Allison Riggs

Candidate for Insurance
Commissioner

David Wheeler

NC  Court of Appeals

Judge Carolyn Thompson





Charlotte Mayor Vi Lyles
Vi Lyles is a Democrat serving her third term as mayor of Charlotte, a city
that has experienced significant growth and economic success under her
leadership. Under Mayor Lyles' direction, Charlotte has been a leader in
community engagement and action to address affordable housing. Mayor
Lyles has also led efforts to anticipate and plan for growth, focusing on
transportation infrastructure and community safety.
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US Rep. Jeff Jackson 
As a state legislator, veteran, former assistant district attorney, and current
member of the Army National Guard, Jeff has dedicated his life to public
service. He’s running to bring that record of service and transparency to the
Congress. Congressman Jackson became the second-youngest NC Senator
in the state Senate in 2014. He was new to political office, but not new to
public service, having enlisted after the attacks of September 11th, trained at
Ft. Bragg, and served in Afghanistan. 

Sen. Rachel Hunt, Candidate for Lt. Governor 

Rachel is a lawyer, an entrepreneur, and the daughter of a former teacher and
a former NC Governor who left office in 2001 after raising teacher pay up to
the national average. She is currently serving in the North Carolina State
Senate, where she’s earned the reputation as an advocate for common-sense
solutions to the challenges facing our public schools, health care and local
economy.

NC Supreme Court Justice Anita Earls 
Justice Earls is an American civil rights attorney, educator and Associate
Justice of the Supreme Court of North Carolina. She previously served as the
executive director of the Southern Coalition for Social Justice, as well as a
Deputy Assistant Attorney General in the Civil Rights Division of the United
States Department of Justice during the Clinton administration. Earls has
written numerous opinions of significance on issues such as the North
Carolina Racial Justice Act, the maintenance of privacy rights associated with
warrantless searches, and media defamation suits.

Guest Speakers
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Public School Strong- Confronting Extremism in Our Schools
 HEAL Together NC
The HEAL Together NC coalition is a group of like minded parents, educators and public school
supporters that are committed to working together to win schools that are fully-funded, safe, and that
provide an honest education for our students. We want to end attacks on our schools and start winning
policies that support them. We invite you to join HEAL Together NC for a Surge for Public Schools
training. Radical groups like Moms for Liberty are currently the loudest voices and they get the most
media attention. We believe that a showing of hundreds of people across the state can help change the
current media narrative and help us reach the thousands of not-yet-organized parents across the state.
Join us for a great breakout session where you will learn how to organize against radical extremist taking
over your county’s curriculum and school board.  

Maximizing Youth Engagement
Allison Allen-Mongo, Sydney Meeks, Anna Rios
High youth turnout is pivotal to winning state and national elections in 2024.  In fact, youth turn out played
a huge role in crushing the predicted “red wave” in the midterms.  Now is the time to maximize the
moment and the movement. This session will focus on tools you can use to bring young people into the
fold. Brought to you by three of our favorite YD women- Allison Allen, Anna Rios, and Sydney Meeks.

Chapter Builder: Treasurers Tips and Tricks
Denise Castleberry Hall
Being your chapter’s treasurer is a big responsibility but it doesn’t have to be a big hassle.  Learn tips and
tricks from DWNC’s own treasurer, Denis Hall, in this breakout.  You’ll get a nice refresher on the rules,
and a chance to ask any questions you may have about writing those reports! 

Breakout Sessions

Chapter Builder: Legislative Lobbying Kit
Vickie Zangwill and Katie Tomberlin
Trying to find a great way to educate your members on the issues?  Interested in lobbying our legislators?
Join DWNC Legislative Committee Chair Vickie Zangwill and committee member Katie Tomberlin to walk
through the lobbying kit created by the DWNC Legislative Committee and learn how to use it effectively
within your chapters. 

Understanding Proposed Election Law Changes
Senator Mujtaba Mohammed (HD 38)
Republicans recently passed sweeping election law changes.  Governor Cooper has vetoed the bill, but
we expect his veto to be overridden by the GOP supermajority.  Hear from one of the legislators in the
room where it happened-- Sen. Mohammed will explain what the new changes will mean for NC voters,
how he helped mitigate some of the effects of this law, and what we can do to prepare for a new
experience at the polls in 2024. 
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Turn body toward flag, extend right hand
with palm turned up. 

"I Salute the flag of North Carolina and
pledge to the Old North State, love,
loyalty, and faith."

The Salute to the North
Carolina Flag



-Helen Probst Mills
Member, Moore County Democratic Women

Co-Founder, New Rural Project 



Friday, September 22

Agenda
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3:00-6:00pm..............................................................Registration Open, Lobby Registration Desk
3:00-5:30pm................................................................................Silent Auction, Eastover/Dilworth
                                                                                                 (Drop off silent auction items here)
3:00-5:00pm.............................................................DWNC Executive Board Meeting, West Park 
6:00-7:30pm....................................................Candidate and Welcome Reception, Crown Room
                                                                                                                    (Tickets and cash bar)

           Welcome..................................................................Elizabeth Goodwin, DWNC President
           Greetings..................................................................................Rep. Mary Belk, NC HD 88

NC Secretary of State Elaine Marshall
                                       Brief remarks from other candidates and electeds from across the state 

7:30-9:30pm......…….….…………………………….……………Karaoke After Party! Crown Room
8:00-10:00pm……………….........……………...……………….Hospitality Suite Open, Room 618

Saturday, September 23

7:00am…..…………………………………………………….Registration Opens, Registration Desk
8:00am-7:00pm………….…………………………...………Silent Auction Open, Eastover/Dilworth 
8:30am….………....………………….…Breakfast Buffet and Morning Session, Eastover/Dilworth

Welcome………………………………………………..Elizabeth Goodwin, DWNC President
Pledge & Salute to NC Flag…………………………..…..Barbara Faison, NFDW President
Introduction of Guest Speaker…………………………Allison Allen-Mongo, DWNC 3rd VP
Welcome to Charlotte……………………………………...…………Charlotte Mayor Vi Lyles
Introduction of Guest Speaker……………....Robin Latham, Convention Cmtee Vice Chair
Reflections on the ‘22 Election ……………………………………...……Hon. Cheri Beasley
Introduction of Guest Speaker.............………..………..…… Paula Shelton, DWNC 1st VP
Update from NCDP…………………………….....Dr. Kimberly Hardy, NCDP 1st Vice Chair
Recognition of Elected Officials…………….......….. Elizabeth Goodwin, DWNC President

DWNC Annual Business Meeting 
Call to Order………………………………….…………Elizabeth Goodwin, DWNC President
Credentials Report……………………..…….…….…………Pam Genant, Credentials Chair
Adoption of Standing Rules…………..…….……..… Elizabeth Goodwin, DWNC President  
2021 Convention Minutes……..…..………...Gloria Goodwin, DWNC Recording Secretary

(continued)



Agenda
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Officer Reports: 
President’s Report…………………………….……… Elizabeth Goodwin, DWNC President
Treasurer Report………………………………...……………..Denise Hall, DWNC Treasurer
Auxiliary Liaison Report……………………….……..….Dr. Kimberly Hardy, DWNC 2nd VP
Committee Reports:
Membership………………………………………...……………Paula Shelton, DWNC 1st VP

2023 Membership Awards
Public Relations……………………………………….………..…Allison Allen, DWNC 3rd VP

Betty Ray McCain Communications Award
Legislative Committee…….………….Vickie Zangwill, DWNC Legislative Committee Chair
Regional Director Reports: 
Region One: Susan Landis 
Region Two: Pam Genant 
Region Three: Vacant (Paula Shelton)
Region Four: Eileen Paroff
Region Five: AnnMarie Clark (Norma Corley)
 
New Business: 
Resolutions…………………………......…………..Jessica Stepp-Edney, Resolutions Chair 
Proposed Budget……………………......……………..………Denise Hall, DWNC Treasurer 
Nominating Committee Report…..…....……Tina Rodriguez, Nominating Committee Chair
Election of New Officers…………..…....……………..Elizabeth Goodwin, DWNC President
In Memory 
Adjournment 

Region Six: Cathy Holland
Region Seven: Marilyn Carter
Region Eight: Sarah Anderson
Region Nine: Sonya Bennetone
Region Ten: Vickie Zangwill

Public School Strong, HEAL Together, Myers Park 
Understanding Proposed Election Law Changes, NC Sen. M. Mohammed, Dilworth/Eastover 
Maximizing Youth Engagement, Allison Allen-Mongo, Anna Rios & Sydney Meeks, West Park 
Chapter Builder: Legislative Lobbying Kit, Vickie Zangwill & Katie Tomberlin, Terrace Parlor

Public School Strong, HEAL Together, Myers Park
Understanding Proposed Election Law Changes, NC Sen. M. Mohammed, Dilworth/Eastover
Maximizing Youth Engagement, Allison Allen-Mongo, Anna Rios & Sydney Meeks, West Park 
Chapter Builder: Treasurer’s Tips and Tricks,  Denise Hall, Terrace Parlor

12:00pm……….………...Leaders who Lunch: Speed Dating With Candidates, Eastover/Dilworth

Breakout Sessions  
2:00-2:50pm - Session 1 

3:00-3:50pm - Session 2 

(continued)



Agenda

DWNC 2023 CONVENTION | PAGE 17

Sunday, September 23

4:00-5:00pm..………………………………..…………………President’s Round Table, Myers Park
                                                                    For current chapter presidents and regional directors

6:00pm..………………………………………………………………..….. VIP Reception, Myers Park 
                                                                                                                       Ticketed guests only
6:00pm ..……….……..… Pre-Banquet Reception and Silent Auction Dilworth/Eastover & Lobby

Cash Bar
6:50pm….…………………..………….Silent Auction Bidding Ends, Results Announced at Dinner
7:00pm.…………………………………………………………..Stars Awards Banquet, Myers Park

                                                                                                       Cash Bar 
Stars Program: 

Welcome ………………………………………………Elizabeth Goodwin, DWNC President
 Pledge and Salute …………………………..Vickie Zangwill, DWNC Region 10 Director
 Video Greetings
 Special Recognitions……………..………………..Elizabeth Goodwin, DWNC President
 Invocation……………………….……Julia Buckner, DWNC Immediate Past President
 -Dinner is Served-
Introduction of Keynote Speaker….…….………..Allison Allen, DWNC 3rd Vice President
Remarks…………………..……………………….………….US Congressman Jeff Jackson
Introduction of Keynote Speaker.…….….……. Cramer Vaughan, DWNC Board Member
Remarks……………………………………...Sen. Rachel Hunt, Candidate for Lt. Governor 
Stars Awards…………………………..Allison Allen-Mongo, Co-Chair, STARS Committee
Introduction of Keynote Speaker…………..…………………Paula Shelton, DWNC 1st VP
Conversation with Justice Anita Earls……………... Elizabeth Goodwin, DWNC President
Presentation of 2023 Woman of the Year..…….. Ann Huggins, 2022 Woman of the Year
Closing Remarks…………………………………….. Elizabeth Goodwin, DWNC President

Hospitality Suite (Room 618) opens after Stars Banquet concludes 

9:00am………..………………………………..…Breakfast & New Officer Installation, Myers Park
            Installation of New Officers by N.C. Supreme Court Justice Anita Earls
            Remarks by 2024-26 President of the Democratic Women of North Carolina 
  
10:00am..……………………………………………………………………..….Convention Concludes 



Slate of 2024-25 Officers

Paula Shelton, 
Moore County 

President

Cramer Vaughan, 
New Hanover County 

First Vice President &
President-Elect

Vickie Zangwill, 
Carteret County 

Second Vice President
Allison Allen, 

Mecklenburg County

Third Vice President
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Pam Genant, 
Burke County 

Secretary
Denise Castleberry Hall,

Johnston County 

Treasurer



Visit  Our Updated Online Store!

Visit our updated online store for reasonably priced political and patriotic shirts, mugs and tote
bags. Stock up on DWNC items to show your pride, reward your hard working chapter members,

or to thank your Democratic speakers at your meetings. They also make great holiday gifts! 
To start shopping, visit www.bonfire.com/store/dwnc-store or simply scan the QR code above!
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Rhythm & Exposure’s mission is to provide beautiful, authentic pictures
while providing an enjoyable experience in front of the camera as well as
timeless photographs that you will treasure for a lifetime.

Special  Thanks to Our
Photographer,  Melissa Easley

Owner, Melissa Easley, is a former educator, member of
the LGBTQ community, and has strong ties to the
community. She often gives back to the community to
benefit local musicians, businesses and nonprofits. Easley
is also an elected official on the Charlotte Mecklenburg
Board of Education and a Precinct Chair for District 151. 

Visit her website and gallery by scanning the QR code above!

https://www.bonfire.com/store/dwnc-store/
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Past Presidents

1961-1963 
1963-1966 
1966-1967 
1967-1968 
1968-1970 
1970-1972 
1972-1974
1974-1976 
1976-1978 
1978-1982 
1982-1986 
1986-1990 
1990-1992 
1992-1996 
1996-1998 
1998-2000 
2000-2001 
2002-2004
2004-2006 
2006-2008 
2008-2010 
2010-2012
2012-2014
2014-2016 
2016-2018
2018-2021
2022-2024

Doris Cromartie* 
Wymene Valand* 
Lewellyn W. Robinson * 
Nona McDonnold* 
Margaret Harper* 
Betty Ray McCain 
Dr. Alfreda Webb* 
Rebekah Kirby* 
Angie Elkins 
Ruth S. Starnes* 
Ruby Jones* 
Kay B. Daughtry* 
Betty Winslow 
Earline Sills Williams 
Nancy G. Rorie*
Mary Cude 
Sue Dupree 
Carolyn B. Honeycutt 
Tasse Little 
Barbara Faison 
Laura Blake 
Sarah Anderson 
Joan Dressler 
Concetta Caliendo 
Joyce Mitchell*
Julia Buckner
Elizabeth Goodwin 

Mecklenburg
Wake
Duplin
Buncombe
Brunswick
Wilson
Guilford
Wilson
Durham
Union
Guilford
Wake
Wilkes
Craven
Union
Macon
Johnston
Wake
Mecklenburg
Sampson
Mecklenburg
Johnston
Guilford
Mecklenburg
Pitt
Tri-County
Mecklenburg

Tenure President County
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Past      omen of the Year
2022  Ann Huggins, Pitt 
2021 Sarah Anderson, Johnston 
2020 Loretta Martin, Davidson 
2019 Joyce Mitchell (posthumous), Pitt
      Barbara Faison, Sampson 
2018 Brenda Pollard, Durham
2017 Dot Kendall, Stanly
2016 Rosanell Eaton, Franklin
2015 Betty Anderson, Tri-County
2014 Shirley Roberts, Madison
2013 Voncile Moser, Davidson
2012 Juanita Bryant, Wake
2011 Sue Mengert, Guilford
2010 Nancy Rorie, Union
2009 Laura Blake, Mecklenburg
2008 Lucille Rhoades, Wilkes
2007 Nancy Fish, Watauga
2006 Pat Patton, Mecklenburg
2005 Mary Cude, Macon
2004 Gwen Heath, Dare
2003 Sue Dupre, Johnston
2002 Joanne Roberts, Wayne
2001 Mae Alexander, Henderson
2000 Doris Sparks, Union
1999 Rep. Jane Mosley, Wake
1998 Honorable Elaine Marshall, Harnett

1997 Charlotte Johnston, Wake
1996 Ernestine Wooten, Wayne
1995 AJ Sarah Parker, Mecklenburg
1994 Jann Lowder, Stanly
1993 Kay Daughtry, Wake
1992 Senator Helen Marvin, Gaston
1991 Sarah Gulledge, Union
1990 Martha Speed, Franklin
1989 Juanita Dixon, Haywood
1988 Ruby Jones, Guilford
1987 Mercedith Bacon, Swain
1986 Mary Alice Simmons, Wake
1985 Mabel Claire Maddrey, Wake
1984 Elizabeth (Lib) Hoyle, Johnston
1983 Ruth S. Starnes, Union
1982 Betty Speir, Pitt
1981 Jane Smith Patterson, Wake
1980 Johnsie Setzer, Catawba
1979 Angie Elkins, Durham
1978 Gladys Bullard, Wake
1977 Dr. Alfreda Webb, Guilford
1976 Betty McCain, Wilson
1975 Rep. Nancy Chase, Wayne
1974 Justice Susie Sharpe, Wake
1973 Gladys Tillett, Mecklenburg
1972 Jessie Ruth Seagroves, Chatham

Elizabeth Goodwin, President 
Paula Shelton, 1st Vice President/President Elect 
Dr. Kimberly Hardy, 2nd Vice President 
Gloria Goodwin, Recording Secretary 
Denise Hall, Treasurer 
Allison Allen, Corresponding Secretary 

2023-24 DWNC Officers
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Connect with Us
www.democraticwomenofnc.com

democraticwomenofnc@gmail.com

DWNC continually works to get women to
vote, support the women who run for
office, and work to get Democrats up and
down the ticket elected (especially if they
are women!).  

Scan the QR code to support us.

We thank you for your continued support!

@democraticwomenofnorthcarolina

@democraticwomenofnc

@demwomenofnc

Many Thanks to our 2023 
Convention Committee:  
Elizabeth Goodwin, Chair
Paula Shelton, Chair 
Robin Latham, Vice Chair
Allison Allen Mongo
Sarah Anderson
Julia Buckner 
Sharon Castleberry
AnnMarie Clark
Denise Castleberry Hall

Sydney Meeks 
Eileen Paroff
Anna Rios
Bailey Stinson 
Sarah Taylor 
Katie Tomberlin
Cramer Vaughan
DonnaMarie Woodson
Vickie Zangwill

A heartfelt thanks to the Democratic Women of Mecklenburg for
providing volunteers for the 2023 DWNC Convention.

mailto:democraticwomenofnc@gmail.com

